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permeability, EKG), with less data being presented on histopathological
changes (bone marrow, heart, lung, kidneys). It may also be useful in
documenting recommendations for maximum permissible doses and similar
applications.
Because so relatively few scientists in this country read Russian, much
of the literature originating in the U.S.S.R. is virtually inaccessible
unless translations such as this are achieved. The publishers and trans-
lators are rendering a valuable service in making this work available.
It sometimes happens that translations of technical books lose some-
thing in translation because of the lack of familiarity of the translator
with the technical expressions peculiar to the field in one or both of the
languages involved. This problem seems to have been avoided in this
volume by having the translation edited by a member of the M.R.C.
Group for Research on Bone-seeking Isotopes, which gives the English
version an authoritative ring and undoubtedly contributed to the general
smoothness with which it does read.
JAMES S. ROBERTSON
Brookhaven National Laboratories, Upton, Long Island.
DISEASES OF THE KIDNEY. Edited by Maurice B. Strauss and Louis G.
Welt. Boston, Little, Brown, and Company, 1963. xx, 1033 pp. $32.50.
For many years there has been a need for a comprehensive and up-to-date
textbook on the subject of renal diseases. This need has in large measure
been filled by the publication of this magnificent volume. In many ways
this publication reflects the direction taken in the last few years by medicine
in general and American medicine in particular. Thirty years ago such a
treatise on diseases of the kidney would have been a chapter in a general
textbook of medicine emphasizing symptomatology, prognosis, and therapy
with only a few comments on pathophysiology. The increasing complexity
of medicine has forced the clinician to master other disciplines and find
new methods to unravel the mysteries of disease. Thus, the clinical in-
vestigator has emerged and this volume is a tribute to the tremendous in-
crease in knowledge that he has contributed in the field of renal diseases.
It also reflects a new trend of clinical medicine that puts more emphasis on
laboratory test and their interpretation and less importance to clinical
history and examination of the patient. Thus, one of the best chapters
in the book is by Arnold S. Relman and Norman G. Levinsky on laboratory
examination of renal function. Another chapter covers renal radiography.
However, barely three pages are devoted to the signs and symptoms of
renal failure and uremia. It is to be noted that much emphasis has
been placed on current research. Where conflicting data support opposing
hypothesis, both views are adequately explored. This is indeed a refreshing
editorial policy in a textbook and differs from the older concept of offering
the reader the author's opinion of current theory.
The book maintains outstanding quality. Each of the 37 chapters is
complete, lucid, and lists an adequate and up-to-date bibliography (up to
1961). Doctors Strauss and Welt have managed to give remarkable unity to
the book with only a few minor repetitions, inevitable in a work of this
sort.
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Although the coverage of renal disease in adulthood is complete, a
chapter devoted to the special features of infancy and childhood might
have extended the interest of this book to a larger audience. Furthermore
one would have liked more emphasis placed on treatment of the symptoms
of uremia (a formidable problem for the patient) and on the effect of renal
failure on the metabolism of drugs given for other purposes (for example
the half-life of antibiotics). Despite these minor deficiencies however, this
volume is without question the textbook on renal diseases and will prove
invaluable to students, clinicians, and researchers alike. It is an absolute
must for any medical library.
HOWARD LEVITIN
YVES WARREN
CELLULAR CONTROL MECHANISMS AND CANCER. Edited by P. Emmelot
and 0. Miihlbock. New York, American Elsevier Publishing Company,
1964. xi, 387 pp. $20.00.
The present volume contains the proceedings of a conference of the same
name held in Amsterdam during September, 1963, on the occasion of the
50th anniversary of the Netherlands Cancer Institute. It contains "general
reviews, latest results, and discussions around the central theme of cellular
control mechanisms and their bearing on the cancer problem." Thirty-six
papers are presented, of which 11 are general reviews, 11 are short com-
munications, 6 are reviews of recent work published elsewhere by the
author, 3 are latest results, 4 are short communications that review recent
work published elsewhere by the author, and one is a"synthesis of views on
carcinogenesis" by Professor H. S. Kaplan. The papers were presented
under five headings: (1) Genetic Control of Protein Synthesis; (2)
Mechanisms of Cell Differentiation; (3) Growth Regulation; (4) Structure
and Function of Tumor Cells; (5) Carcinogenic Agents.
In the introduction to his paper, Dr. Van R. Potter presented perhaps the
most appropriate rationale for the conference:
Recent developments in the field of molecular biology have given us all renewed
hope that definitive chemical differences between tumor cells and the normal
cells from which they are derived will soon be discovered. Indeed conferences
such as the present one are organized in part because of a lurking suspicion that
the necessary knowledge may already be available but not in the possession of any
one person.
Experienced investigators, however, are unlikely to discover any new
information in the general review papers which make up fully one third
of the book, and which, though well written and interesting, often are
historical in nature. Notable among the general review papers are those
by Umbarger on endproduct inhibition, Bryan on tumor viruses, Foulds
on tumor progression, and Gros on the genetic code. The student would
perhaps gain more from these review papers, but would probably do better
to consult the recent Cold Spring Harbor Symposia and recent texts.
The short communications suffer from a lack of discussion of the data
presented. This lack is perhaps best documented by the shift in emphasis in
the discussion periods included after each session of the conference. In the
discussion following those sessions in which various individuals presented
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